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Best Plays, ed. J. S. L.   Strachey in the  Mermaid Series and
another ed. G. P. Baker in Ev. Lib.

Modern criticism tends to attribute part of the play of Henry
VIII) included in the Shakespeare Folio, to Fletcher. This theory
was first propounded by Spedding (following a suggestion of
Tennyson) in 1850.

Biographies and Criticism.

There is a scholarly study of'Francis Beaumont by G. G. Macaulay
(1883), and another by C. M. Gay ley entitled Beaumont the Drama-*
tist a Portrait (1914). There is a good article on Fletcher by A. H.
Bullen in the D.N.B. and a thesis by O. L. Hatcher (1905).

There are important articles on the Beaumont and Fletcher
collaboration by R.Boyle in the E.S. (1882-7) andinE.S. (1886-
7); Etude sur la Collaboration de Massinger avec Fletcher et son Groupe,
by M. Chelli (Paris, 1926), deals with the same subject. A. H.
Thorndike's exhaustive study, The Influence of Beaumont and
Fletcher on Shakespeare (1901) is also important. There is a Biblio-
graphy of Beaumont and Fletcher by A. G. Potter (Harvard Biblio-
graphical Contributions, No. 39, 1890).

GEORGE CHAPMAN (c. 1560-1634)

Chapman's first publications were non-dramatic poems SK'IA
NiWr' os. The Shadow of Might (1594) and the remarkable Ovid's Banquet
of Sense (1595). His first plays were comedies. The Blinde Begger of
Alexandria (acted 1596, pub. 1598), AnHumerous dayes Myrth (acted
1597, pub. 1599)5 The Gentleman Usher (acted 1602-4, Puk- 1606.
modern ed. by T. M. Parrot in B.L., All Fooles acted ?i6o4, pub.
1605, modern ed. by T. M. Parrot in B.L.), and Monsieur d" Olive
(acted 1604, pub. 1606). In 1604 was acted the first of his great
tragedies on French history, Bussy d'Ambois: A Tragedie. It was pub.
in 1607, modern edd. by F. S. Boas in B.L., in Neilson, and Ry-
lands. In 1605 he collaborated with Jonson and Marston in
Eastward Hoe (modern edd. by J. W. CunlifTe in R.E.G., Vol. II,
and in Y.S.E., 1926). His two other important comedies. May
Day (1611) and Widdowe's Teares (1612), were followed by his
two other great tragedies on French history, The Conspiracie, And
Tragedie of Charles Duke of Byron (1608), and the second play on
Bussy d'Ambois, The Revenge of Bussy d Ambois (1610, modern ed.
by F. S. Boas in B.L.). A fourth play on French history called
The Tragedie of Chabot Admirall of 'France, appeared in 1639, and is
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